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an able reply to Die Anfdngc der israelitischen Religion und Geschichte, 
delivered in 1894 by one of his colleagues, Dr. Meinhold. Then, in 
citing some of the latest and best literature on the theme, Dr. Kamp- 
hausen makes an eminently true and wise observation. He says that 
there is no department of history today which is so permeated with 
phantasy and speculation as the history of religion. But there are 
voices calling this branch of science back to facts, to a wise considera- 
tion. 

The body of the book recites the laws against human sacrifice, and 
many of the cases in which it was practiced in Israel, and reviews 
briefly the opinions of the chief writers on the subject for the past 
fifty years. He admits that there is some exegetical ground for saying 
that human sacrifice is a section of Israel's religion. But Jehovah 
gives no definite command, in fact prohibits such worship. The 
ethical character of the nation is not the most perfect, and the human 
sacrifice of the Old Testament is rather a crudity than an approved 
and ethical deed. — Ira M. Price. 

Das Alte Testament im Lichte des Zeugnisses Christi. Vortrag von 
Th. Beyer. (Berlin : Verlag von Wiegandt & Grieben, 1897 ; pp. 48; 
M. 0.50.) It is interesting to know that in many parts of Germany 
devout members of the national church have formed themselves into 
companies for the study of the Bible, and for prayer that skepticism 
may not close it to the world. It is interesting to know that some of 
these persons have organized a " Bibel-Alliance " for the purpose of 
publishing defenses of the Bible, both popular and technical. It is 
not so interesting, however, to read this lecture as an example of what 
the alliance is sending forth. It is intended for the people, rather than 
for scholars ; but the people should not be asked to read and believe 
that which is unscholarly, unsound, illogical. A careful and sober 
estimate of the testimony of Christ concerning the Old Testament is 
much to be desired ; but it is not furnished in this lecture. Those 
who hold that the early chapters of Genesis are exact history and exact 
science ought to have better reasons for the faith that is in them than 
such declarations of Christ as the following, which do not touch 
the matter at all : " My Father worketh hitherto, and I work ; " "Thou 
lovedst me before the foundation of the world ;" " Inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you before the foundation of the world." The lecturer 
assures us that before his fall Adam was not subject to error of 
opinion, and that, but for the fall, there would be no such errors in 



210 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

the world today. He considers it highly significant that in Hebrew 
and Latin " to err " and " to sin " are one and the same word. He 
assures us that the devil is expressly mentioned in Gen. 4 : 7 : " If thou 
doest not well, sin croucheth at the door," where, instead of " sin," we 
should translate : " the evil one." It is unfortunate that the common 
readers of Germany should be guided by a man whose mind proceeds 
in this tortuous way. — Franklin Johnson. 

The Original Hebrew of a Portion of Ecclesiasticus {XXXIX. 1 5 to 
XLIX.11), together with the early versions and an English translation, 
followed by the quotations from Ben Sira in rabbinical literature. 
Edited by A. E. Cowley, M.A., and Ad. Neubauer, M.A. With two 
facsimiles. (Oxford : The Clarendon Press, 1897 ; pp. xlvii-l-41, 4to ; 
10s. 6d.) Collotype Facsimiles of the Oxford Fragment of Ecclesias- 
ticus. (Oxford : The Clarendon Press, 1897 ; pp. 18, 4to ; 6s. 6d.) 
Ecclesiasticus XXX/X./j to XLIX.11. Translated from the Hebrew, 
arranged in parallel columns with English Revised Version. With a 
facsimile. Edited by A. E. Cowley and Ad. Neubauer. (Oxford : The 
Clarendon Press, 1897 ; pp. 78, 8vo ; 2s. 6d.) 

Among the manuscript fragments acquired lately by Mrs. Lewis, 
Mr. S. Schechter recognized one leaf as containing a fragment of 
Sirach (39 : 15 — 40 : 7) in Hebrew, which he published with introduc- 
tion, English translation, and notes in the Expositor for July, 1896. 1 
This was discussed and reviewed by Driver, 2 Budde, 3 Margoliouth, 4 
Nestle, 3 and L£vi. 6 Almost simultaneously the Bodleyan Library 
acquired, through Professor Sayce, a box of Hebrew and Arabic 
fragments, among which Neubauer recognized a portion of the same 
text of Sirach, consisting of nine leaves, and forming the continuation 
of Mrs. Lewis' leaf, from chap. 40 : 9 to 49 : 11. Both fragments were 
published together by Cowley and Neubauer, with a glossary of words 
not found in the Old Testament, or of rare occurrence, by Professor 
Driver. This publication, as was to be expected, aroused widespread 
attention. A number of reviews of this book have appeared here 
and abroad, which contain an appreciation of the Hebrew text, histo- 
rico-literary observations, and valuable text-critical suggestions on the 

* Agnes S. Lewis, " Discovery of a Fragment of Ecclesiasticus in the Original 
Hebrew," Academy, Vol. 49, p. 405. 

1 Guardian, July, 1896. 5 Beilage zur Allg. Ztg., 116, pp. 7 ff. 

3 Deutsches Wochenblatt, IX, No. 31. 6 Rev. et. juives, 1896, pp. 303 ff. 

'•Expositor, Aug., pp. 140-51. 



